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1 INTRODUCTION 

An entire work package of the SEEMORE project is dedicated to the transfer of knowledge, which 

takes place at different levels and among different stakeholders all along the project life cycle. 

At national level, two National Transfer Seminars are organised by each of the eight SEEMORE 

regions in their respective countries. The National Transfer Seminars gather representatives of 

tourist destinations that are not participating in the SEEMORE project, but share the same (or 

similar) ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {99ahw9 ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ. The aim 

of the National Transfer Seminars is to disseminate the innovative approach ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ 

management developed within the SEEMORE project, thus facilitating and encouraging the transfer 

of best practices in this field.  

In order to facilitate discussion, a National Reader on tourism and sustainable mobility is prepared 

by each SEEMORE region before its National Transfer Seminar and distributed at the event. 

According to a common approach, the National Readers first briefly present the SEEMORE project, 

then give an overview of the developments on tourism and sustainable mobility in the relevant 

country and finally list the innovative actions implemented within the SEEMORE project that are 

going to be presented at the related seminar. 

The present document is a report on the two National Transfer Seminars held in the SEEMORE 

region of Bohuslän (Sweden). Both events were organised by the Association of Local Authorities 

Fyrbodal (the body responsible for the implementation of the SEEMORE project in Bohuslän) 

together with the consultancy Trivector Traffic AB and took place in Strömstad on 3 December 

2013 and in Malmö on 22 October 2014 respectively. The first chapters of this document replicate 

the content of the National Reader produced for the events. They include a general presentation 

of the SEEMORE project (chapter 4), an overview of the national developments in the field of 

tourism and mobility (chapter 5) and some of the measures implemented by the Association of 

Local Authorities Fyrbodal (chapter 6). Chapter 7 and chapter 8 report on the National Transfer 

Seminars: they illustrate the participants in each event, the points of discussion and the ŜǾŜƴǘǎΩ 

main outcomes. The related agendas and lists of participants can be found as Annexes to this 

document. 

This report is addressed to visitors, residents, local and regional authorities at tourist destinations 

in Europe, mobility providers, hotels and leisure attractions. It is intended to disseminate the 

innovative approach ǘƻ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ {99ahw9 ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ 

thus facilitating and encouraging the transfer of best practices among different regions sharing 

similar features and challenges. 
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2 REVISION AND PEER REVIEW HISTORY 

Version 

Number 

Date  Comments Peer reviewed by  

(Name, Organisation) 

1.0 22/12/2014 First draft sent for peer review N/A 

1.1 22/12/2014 Second draft Lucia Ilieva, CSDCS 

1.2 23/12/2014 Third draft, with some corrections from 

the peer reviewer already accepted, sent 

from CEI to Trivector Traffic AB for further 

amendments 

N/A 

1.3 30/12/2014 
Fourth draft provided by Trivector Traffic 

AB 

N/A 

1.4 09/03/2015 

Fifth draft (including conclusions) 

prepared by CEI and sent to Trivector 

Traffic AB and the Association of Local 

Authorities Fyrbodal for check and final 

contribution 

N/A 

1.5 17/03/2015 
Sixth draft provided by the Association of 

Local Authorities Fyrbodal 

N/A 

1.6 17/03/2015 
Final version uploaded in the internal 

website by CEI 

N/A 

Table 1: Document revision and peer review history 
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3 GLOSSARY 

Abbreviations provided in this report 

Abbreviation Full name 

MM Mobility Management 

EPOMM European Platform on Mobility Management 

STA Swedish Transport Administration 

RTI Regional Transport Infrastructure Investment Plans 

VTI The Swedish National Road and Transport Research Institute 

RTS Travel and Tourism Industry in Sweden 

PT Public Transport 

Table 2: Abbreviations used 
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4 PRESENTATION OF THE SEEMORE PROJECT 

The SEEMORE project aims at promoting and enhancing sustainable mobility in tourist 

destinations. Studies show that leisure travel accounts for 50% of all travel mileage in industrialized 

countries and is expected to grow further in the coming years. The impact of growing leisure travel 

is especially felt in tourist regions that have to cope with seasonal changes in transport demand 

and road congestion because of high levels of private car use. An inefficient organisation of mobility 

can lead to a decrease in the attractiveness of a destination. Also, destinations need to develop 

new products for growing target groups like low-cost travellers; ageing tourists that do not want to 

drive a car; and tourists demanding sustainable holidays. 

For tourist destinations to remain competitive and attractive in a global market, cooperation 

between local actors from the tourism and mobility sectors is essential. Within the SEEMORE 

project, eight European coastal regions are setting up these cooperation frameworks to carry out 

the following actions: 

¶ Provide improved information for visitors about sustainable mobility options like public 

transport, cycling, walking and electric mobility; 

¶ Develop integrated tourist products that combine leisure and public transport lines; 

¶ Create new and improved sustainable mobility options and services for visitors, including 

public bicycles and new public transport services. 

Project activities 

The implementation and evaluation of sustainable mobility actions in eight coastal regions form the 

core of the SEEMORE project. To improve the quality of the SEEMORE regional actions, the partners 

develop an overview of good practices and recommendations from existing studies. Throughout 

the project, SEEMORE organizes several public events to exchange experiences with other tourist 

regions. Practitioners from other regions are able to access interesting project outputs on the 

project website: www.seemore-project.eu. 

Partners 

CINESI Transport Consultancy Spain 

Mallorca Transport Consortium Spain 

Trivector Traffic AB Sweden 

Association of Local Authorities Fyrbodal Sweden 

FGM-AMOR Austrian Mobility Research Austria 

Common Europe Pomeranian Association Poland 

Municipality of Choczewo Poland 

Club Sustainable Development of Civil Society Bulgaria 

Province of Forlì-Cesena Italy 
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Central European Initiative Italy 

Limassol Tourism Development and Promotion Co Ltd Cyprus 

Stratagem Energy Ltd Cyprus 

Horários do Funchal Public Transport Portugal 

[ƻŎŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƭǘŀ 
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5 RELEVANT NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS ON 

TOURISM AND SUSTAINABLE MOBILITY1 

5.1 General information on Sweden 

Some numbers on mobility in Sweden are presented below. 

Motorisation: 461 cars/1000 inhabitants 2010 (SCB data) 

Modal split: The modal split for Sweden is presented below. Data are taken from the national travel 

survey 2005-2006. Information on freight transport regards tonnes2. 

 

Public 

transport 

(bus) 

Rail (train, 

underground, 

tramway) 

Road 

(car, 

van, 

or 

truck) 

Walking Cycling 

Other car 

(e.g. car 

sharing) 

Other (e.g. 

waterways) 

Passenger 

transport 
7% 5% 54% 24% 10% N/A N/A 

Freight 

transport 
N/A 24% 37% N/A N/A N/A 39% 

Table 3: Modal split 

 

An updated survey about modal split for Sweden during 2012-2013, as a total for passenger 

transport regarding main trips, was conducted in 20143: 

 

                                                           
1 This section is partly taken from the EPOMM Mobility Management Monitor Sweden 2011. 

2 Source: SIKA, 2007, RES 2005ς2006 Den nationella resvaneundersökningen, 2007:19; Trafikanalys. 

3 Source: Trafikanalys, 2014, The Swedish national travel survey 2012-2013, Statistik 2014:10. 

 Public transport Road (car) Walking & Cycling Other 
Information 

not available 

Leisure 5 % 46 % 44 % 3 % 2 % 

Total 12 % 53 % 31 % 2 % 2 % 
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5.2 Overview of Mobility Management in Sweden 

5.2.1 What is Mobility Management? 

Mobility management is defined as information and communication activities aiming at increasing 

the use of sustainable transport modes. These activities are often followed by support actions as 

improved parking facilities, production of more public transport, improved walk and cycling 

paths, etc. 

5.2.2 Short history of Mobility Management 

Already in 1996 an association of several Swedish transport authorities and organisations published 

a series of reports regarding ά9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ŘŀǇǘŜŘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎέ, in Swedish called MaTs 

(MiljöAnpassade TransportSystem). 

The concept outlined in the 1996 reports called for cities to make their own plans, in practice what 

have later been called SUTP ς Sustainable Urban Transport Plans. In 1997 MM was introduced and 

discussed in the comprehensive SUTP of Lund, LundaMats. In 2006-2007 the plan was revised and 

upgraded and in 2008 the plan was evaluated. Another revision was made in 2013. 

Rapid developments occurred since 1999, when Sweden joined EPOMM, the Swedish Transport 

Administration published a report about Mobility Management and Swedish partners joined the 

EU-projects MOST and TAPESTRY. The most important change since 2009 is that MM is increasingly 

integrated in spatial planning at local level. During 2010 awareness increased in relation to the 

potential for MM to ease congestion during road construction. Today MM is integrated in policies 

at many levels. 

Several national guidelines on Mobility Management were produced in 2011. One guideline 

concerns MaxLupo (i.e. how to use Mobility Management in land use planning) and was published 

by the Swedish Transport Administration (STA), being adapted from the findings from the EU-

project MAX. STA also published a national guideline on how to work with MM during road 

constructions. Finally, the Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions published 

guidelines on how to work with MM in transport planning. 

5.2.3 What are the major strategies for promoting and implementing MM at different 
governance levels in Sweden? 

One of the most important factors in favour of MM is the so called άŦƻǳǊ-step-ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜέ launched 

by the Swedish Transport Administration, STA. Step 1 is behavioural change, step 2 more efficient 

use of existing infrastructure, step 3 improvement of existing infrastructure, step 4 new 

infrastructure. It should be used when improvements of the road transport system are considered. 

Step 1 can consist of MM measures. 

In some of the Regional Transport Infrastructure Investment Plans (RTI) and the Regional 

Development Plans MM or behavioural measures are pointed out as important parts of the 
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development of the transport system. MM centres or projects exist in a majority of the regions in 

Sweden and regional MM networks are being established in the larger regions. Funding is reserved 

for MM measures in the RTI in some regions. 

At local level MM is increasingly integrated in spatial planning. Several cities have implemented 

traffic plans with the overall aim of creating a more sustainable transport system. Local 

private/public networks have been funded to support more sustainable transportation. Transport 

strategies are developed in several municipalities, and MM measures are often integrated into 

these strategies.    

5.3 Implementation of Mobility Management 

Many regions have been starting regional mobility centres/offices. This applies for instance for 

Stockholm, Gothenburg, Skåne, Dalarna, Kronoberg/Kalmar/Blekinge, Gävleborg, Västernorrland 

and Umeå. Mobility centres work actively to engage municipalities, private companies, regional 

bodies and organisations to create a sustainable mobility in the regions. 

The local level, i.e. cities and communities, is strong in engagement in MM, but weak in financing. 

More and more cities are recognising MM as important in influencing traffic in cities. 

5.4 Trends and further developments 

MM projects at local level are still the most important way to introduce MM in Sweden; these 

include local sustainable transport plans, innovative awareness campaigns performed by different 

organizations such as public transport authorities, and άōƛƪŜ-to-ǿƻǊƪέ ŀƴŘ άǿŀƭƪ-to-ǿƻǊƪέ 

campaigns performed by companies and other organisations. The four-step principle has a real 

chance to be an important strategy to include MM measures in all infrastructures planning at 

regional and national level. The support from the regional offices of STA has been crucial to the 

development of MM and the growing interest in the County Administrative Boards will further 

support actors at local level. 

5.5 Mobility management and tourist planning 

5.5.1 Sustainable tourist travel in Sweden 

In 2012 a study was realised by VTI (The Swedish National Road and Transport Research Institute), 

Trivector Traffic and RTS (Travel and Tourism Industry in Sweden) called Sustainable tourist travel 

in Sweden ς barriers and possibilities with trips by bus and train4. The objective was to analyse the 

conditions for the transfer of passengers from private car to public transport ς primarily train and 

                                                           
4 VTI, 2013, Hållbara turistresor i Sverige. Hinder och möjligheter för resor med buss och tåg. 
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bus ς to, from and within a number of tourist destinations in Sweden. The goal was to develop a 

basis for planning for sustainable tourism. The study included an analysis of opportunities to travel 

by public transport, travel time and travel costs, interviews with tourists and other stakeholders, 

an analysis of measures, and resulted in some general guidelines for planning for sustainable 

tourism. 

The possibilities to travel by public transport to the tourist destinations analysed differ a lot. In 

general, it is easier to travel to the winter destinations, but that also depends on the size of the 

destination itself. Travel time is not too different for most combinations and similar to travelling by 

private car. Travel costs mostly equalled travelling by private car in the case of a single traveller 

(e.g. the driver), while were significantly higher for parties with two or more people. 

Tourists also have a more positive view of travelling to winter destinations. To encourage more 

tourists to use PT, there are suggestions to improve luggage handling, as well as to make it easier 

to find information about public transport options and alternatives and to book tickets. 

Organizations of the tourist sector highlighted the need for greater coordination and dialogue 

between different stakeholders, government agencies and businesses. This included the 

development of package reservations for the convenience of customers. 

A large number of measures can promote more sustainable tourist travelling. Five major areas were 

identified: improved public transport to and from destinations, improved travel opportunities 

without a car within destinations, measures that support public transport, measures restricting car 

traffic, and information and marketing. National coordination was identified as highly important 

for maintaining a long-term focus in planning for sustainable tourism and for developing travel 

options in response to tourists' needs and requirements from a 'whole journey' perspective. 

5.5.2 Other Swedish initiatives 

Transtourism5 ς Sustainable transports in rural tourism areas is a project that aims at developing 

long term, sustainable and tourists-tailored transport; contributing to carbon reduction and local 

traffic congestion; contributing to the development of regional rural tourism; and developing user 

friendly applications for information and reservations. 

During the last years, several cycle routes were created within the Cycle Tourism project; these 

include Kattegattleden ς from Gothenburg to Helsingborg, Sydostleden ς from Simrishamn to 

Växjö, Sjuhärad ς Borås, Ulricehamn, Tranemo, Svenljunga, Öland ς from south to north. See 

Cykelturistnätverket6 for more information. 

                                                           
5 http://www.transtourism.eu/  

6 http://cykelturistnatverket.se/  

http://www.transtourism.eu/
http://cykelturistnatverket.se/
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6 SEEMORE ACTIONS IN BOHUSLÄN 

It is possible to divide the actions in Bohuslän into three parts: improve information for tourists and 

visitors, improve the use of public transport and biking and improve knowledge among 

stakeholders. The actions were implemented in different stages along the SEEMORE project and, 

hopefully, will continue after the end of the project. In the first National Transfer Seminar, focus 

lied on improved information and use of public transport and biking services. In the second National 

Transfer Seminar, focus lied on biking paths and cooperation between the sectors of tourism and 

public transport. 

6.1 Sustainable mobility information, marketing and awareness 

campaigns 

Measure: Information material, sustainable travelling  

Actions:  

- Collection and elaboration of sustainable mobility information 

The purpose of the mobility information package is to offer up-to-date information about 

sustainable mobility options in order to improve the overall information to tourists. It was 

developed through contacts and interviews with hotels and other attractions in order to know 

what kind of information is mostly needed by tourists. The action aims to get hotels and attractions 

to integrate the information on their websites or link to the informatioƴ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƻƴ CȅǊōƻŘŀƭΩǎ 

website. 

- Forum to exchange ideas between public transport, tourism and municipalities 

This action aims to establish local network groups acting as forums where knowledge between 

tourism and public transport planners within the municipalities can be transferred. These forums 

have been very successful with big interest shown from all parties. 

- Translation of mobility information (English, German) E.g. travel planner 

The information package mentioned above was produced in Swedish and translated into English 

and German. 

Measure: Improved distribution channels targeting visitors  

Actions:  

- Increase of information places, training for local entrepreneurs 

An inventory of information places and the kinds of information provided was carried out. The 

inventory also included ticket selling points in Bohuslän. The analysis showed that there are many 
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ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ on all buses in Bohuslän. Therefore, 

more information about this will be promoted instead of increasing the actual number of selling 

points. The action also aims to increase knowledge through trainings among local stakeholders. A 

parking seminar was carried out in November 2013. A training on public transport information for 

tourism decision makers (who will forward the information to tourism staff) was conducted in 

February 2014, and an additional training is planned. 

- LƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƘƻǘŜƭǎΩ ǿŜōǇŀƎes and in their general info to tourists; specific 

travelling options 

SEEMORE aims to support hotels in selecting the information that should be available on their 

websites to help tourists choosing a sustainable way of travelling. An initial contact was made with 

a selected group of eleven hotels to include information packages on their websites, and further 

contact is to be taken with more hotels and attractions. 

Measure: PT intelligent information for tourists  

Actions:  

- PT real-time information at hotels and larger attractions 

The action for this measure is to offer real-time information about public transports at hotels and 

larger attractions in order to attract and make it easier for tourists to travel by public transport 

while visiting the region. All officials responsible for tourism in the municipalities in the region were 

informed about this option, along with the public transport planners in the same municipalities. 

The regional council has decided to finance PT intelligence service at cultural establishments 

managed by the authority in the region of Västra Götaland. 

Measure: Promotional and awareness campaigns  

Actions:  

- Local dissemination 

This measure aims to use the communication plan to form a dissemination strategy in order for 

tourists to get information about SEEMORE. Continuous contacts with local network groups and 

several information meetings with municipal/local politicians and civil servants led to a positive 

reaction with tourism boards and local stakeholders in spreading information about SEEMORE. 

Furthermore, the photo competition arranged by SEEMORE has gained a lot of attention in media 

and social media. 
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6.2 Incentives for enhancing usage of sustainable mobility options  

Measure: Public transport, ticketing 

Actions: 

- Special tickets for visitors 

Thanks to the SEEMORE project a special ticket has been developed along with the public transport 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ н ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ о ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ά!ƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέ-ticket which means thŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нп ƻǊ тн ƘƻǳǊǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ нурκртл {9YΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!ƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴέ-tickets. For example, the 1 day ticket in the region of Västra Götaland rose from 29.000 in 

2012 to 33.000 in 2014. 

- Increased PT selling points, SMS, internet 

It is possible to buy tickets via text messages by registering to the public transport authority. It is 

however also possible to buy tickets at all buses in the region of Fyrbodal, with no difference in the 

ticket price. 

Measure: Integrating transport + leisure packages 

Actions: 

- Combined tickets PT + entrance fees ς 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ έŦƛǾŜ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎέΣ 

Västtrafik 

The SEEMORE project arranged a cooperation between the public transport company and three of 

ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ .ƻƘǳǎƭŅƴΦ ¢ƘŜ άIŀǾŜǘǎ Iǳǎ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳέΣ ǘƘŜ άbƻǊŘŜƴǎ !Ǌƪ ½ƻƻέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

άbƻǊŘƛŎ ²ŀǘŜǊŎƻƭƻǳǊ aǳǎŜǳƳέ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ōȅ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΦ  

The public transport company arranged a major marketing campaign that was much appreciated, 

and the attractions highlighted the possibility to travel by public transport. 

Measure: Awareness raising products 

Actions: 

- Emission calculation tool 

The SEEMORE project agreed on an emission calculation tool that was implemented on the website 

of Fyrbodal. The tool was also presented to other stakeholders such as the public transport 

authority and tourism board so that they can implement it as well. 

Measure: Market incentives sustainable mobility 

Actions: 

- Training for civil servants about parking policies 
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A training on parking policies was organised for civil servants. The seminar was much appreciated; 

it increased the knowledge on parking policies but also created a network of civil servants working 

on similar issues in different municipalities. 

6.3 Energy efficient mobility options  

Measure: Collective transport for tourists 

Actions: 

- Better PT to tourist destinations and rural areas 

The seasonal traffic was improved through the train line to Lysekil that opened for 7 weeks in 

summer 2014. Lysekil is one of the bigger towns along the coast and is normally reached by bus or 

car. The train line had been closed for passenger traffic for many years, but was opened in 2014 as 

άŀƴ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳέΦ 

- Extended high season traffic 

This action aims to investigate the needs and lacks of connections to destinations/attractions, to 

start discussions with Västtrafik and private operators on improvements to certain areas and look 

into the possibilities to extend the high season. 

Measure: Intermodal solutions 

Actions: 

- Possibility to bring bike on bus/train 

The action aims at lobbying towards Region Västra Götaland, PT operators and commercial 

operators to allow bikes on buses/trains and to perform a pilot test for bikes on trains in 2013. The 

test realised in summer 2013 was extended. It is now possible to bring 8 bikes per train during the 

summer, and up to 6 bikes per train during the rest of the year on all trains operated by the public 

transport company Västtrafik in the region of Västra Götaland. Through the SEEMORE project, the 

Fyrbodal association of municipalities sent a written communication to the public transport 

authority regarding bikes on buses. 

- Increased bike rental at hotels 

In order to raise the interest for and accessibility of sustainable tourism, this action seeks to 

investigate the interest among actors for bike renting at hotels. High interest was shown and the 

plan was to present this measure together with the mobility information package, luggage service, 

real time public transport information, etc. Bike rentals were established by some hotels, but an 

extended network of bike rentals was postponed until the bike map and bike travel planner are 

developed. 

- Possibility to transport luggage for hikers, bikers, kayakers, etc. 
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SEEMORE seeks to investigate and discuss possibilities among actors to transport luggage for 

hikers, bikers, etc. and look at best cases from other destinations to create a transport route. In 

the region, some hotels and camping places provide luggage transport on a small scale. A further 

development of luggage transport was postponed until the bike map and bike travel planner are 

developed. 

Measure: Bicycle/walking services 

Actions: 

- Bike lanes/routes; what is needed in signing, missing links 

This action led to a GIS inventory conducted by Trivector. It is now completed and a report was 

sent out to all partners involved such as the regional department of regional development, the 

municipalities, the tourism board, etc. Through the SEEMORE project, a bike map will be developed 

for the seven SEEMORE municipalities and five additional municipalities. A bike map and bike travel 

planner will be developed to cover the area from Strömstad and the Norwegian border to 

Gothenburg. These tools are to be launched in February/March 2015. 

Measure: Sustainable mobility planning 

Actions: 

- Training local tourism and transport planners 

A seminar was organized in February 2014 where the officials responsible for tourism were invited 

along with representatives from the public transport company. The seminar was much 

appreciated. 
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7 FIRST SEEMORE NATIONAL TRANSFER SEMINAR 

IN BOHUSLÄN 

The first SEEMORE National Transfer Seminar in Bohuslän was held in Strömstad on 3 December 

2013. The event was organised by Trivector Traffic AB together with the Association of Local 

Authorities Fyrbodal and gathered representatives of the following tourist destinations and 

organisations: 

¶ Region of Västra Götaland 

¶ Södra Bohuslän Tourism (tourism board of the region of Southern Bohuslän) 

¶ Swedish Transport Administration (national transport authority) 

¶ Association of Local Authorities Östfold (Norway) 

The invitation was especially spread among tourist destinations and organisations close to 

Bohuslän, in order to lay the basis for further cooperation ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ Ƴƻōƛƭƛǘȅ 

management. Unfortunately, the number of participants was eventually lower than expected, 

probably due to unlucky circumstances and the chosen location. 

Three main topics were presented, with discussion following each of them: the SEEMORE project, 

cycle tourism and the TransTourism project. 

Presentation of the SEEMORE project and following discussion 

Mrs. Caroline Mattsson from Trivector presented SEEMORE and the activities implemented and 

planned in Bohuslän within the project. Discussions on common problems, challenges and 

possibilities in all regions participating in the seminar followed the presentation.  

Sweden, as many other European 

countries, is facing a rural 

restructuring process and an out-

migration from rural regions to urban 

areas. These processes have been 

going on for decades and nowadays 

rural regions may not be attractive to 

live within, while being interesting 

from a tourism perspective. The only 

chance for rural regions to retain the 

current public transport service is to 

use it more frequently. This problem 

is recognized by Södra Bohuslän, 
Figure 1: Mrs. Caroline Mattsson presenting the SEEMORE project 

during the first SEEMORE National Transfer Seminar in Bohuslän 
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Östfold fylkeskommune and by the public transport authority of Västra Götaland. Tourists could 

help stop the negative rural development by using public transport and in that way contribute to 

keeping an adequate level of PT services for the inhabitants.  

Furthermore, the national strategy for tourism in Sweden aims at doubling of the number of 

tourists in 2020 compared to 2010. In order to handle this expansion in rural regions ς that already 

suffer from seasonality issues, congestion and parking problems ς public transport must be used 

more frequently by the visitors. This problem is also recognized by all regions. 

Presentation on cycle tourism and following discussion 

Ms. Ann Haraldsson from Södra Bohuslän Tourism presented the project ά/ȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

!ǊŎƘƛǇŜƭŀƎƻέ implemented in southern Bohuslän. 

The project developed a bike rental system in which a sports shop leases bikes to hotels and other 

accommodation facilities. The sports shop takes care of the maintenance and repairing of the bikes, 

thus relieving hotels of a task they generally want to avoid.  

Southern Bohuslän would like to extend the concepǘ ƻŦ ά/ȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŎƘƛǇŜƭŀƎƻέ ǘƻ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 

Bohuslän as well. Discussions focused on how that could be done; in particular, it would be 

necessary to make an inventory of possible cycling routes and to extend the bike rental system. 

In Norway a brand for ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘΗέ has 

been created. Cooperation between local authorities, municipalities, the national road 

ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ά/ȅŎƭƛƴƎ bƻǊǿŀȅέ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ for 

cyclists.  

Presentation of the TransTourism project and following discussion 

Mr. Jan Lindgren from the 

Swedish Transport 

Administration presented the 

project TransTourism, co-

funded by the EU Northern 

Periphery Programme. 

One of the aims of the project 

was to enhance PT options to 

countryside destinations. 

Among others, the activities 

focused on the integration of 

bus services with long distance 

transport providers, e.g. 

offering transfer buses from 
Figure 2: Mr. Jan Lindgren presenting the TransTourism project during the first 

SEEMORE National Transfer Seminar in Bohuslän 
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aŀƭƳǀΣ DǀǘŜōƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ {ǘƻŎƪƘƻƭƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ƴƻǿ ǘǊŀƛƴέ ǘƘŀǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƪƛ ǊŜǎƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ ! ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

running in Funäsfjällen is financed by slightly raising the cost of the overnight stays at the hotels of 

the areas.  

The journey planner developed within TransTourism could be used for West Sweden and Norway 

as well. 
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8 SECOND SEEMORE NATIONAL TRANSFER 

SEMINAR IN BOHUSLÄN 

The second SEEMORE National Transfer Seminar in Bohuslän was held in Malmö on 22 October 

2014. The event was organised by the Association of Local Authorities Fyrbodal together with 

Trivector Traffic AB and gathered representatives of the following tourist destinations and 

organisations: 

¶ Municipality of Bromölla 

¶ Municipality of Hässleholm 

¶ Municipality of Kristianstad 

¶ Municipality of Simrishamn 

¶ Marknad Varberg (tourism agency of the Municipality of Varberg) 

¶ Region of Skåne 

¶ Region of Västra Götaland 

¶ Södra Bohuslän Tourism (tourism board of the region of Southern Bohuslän) 

Building upon the experience developed at the time of the first SEEMORE National Transfer 

Seminar, the easily reachable city of Malmö was chosen as venue for the second SEEMORE National 

Transfer Seminar. The invitation was spread within a wider target group and, as a result, the event 

witnessed more participants than its previous edition. However, once again less participants than 

expected attended the meeting, due to an unfortunate overlapping with other events. 

The Association of Local Authorities Fyrbodal and Trivector Traffic AB welcomed the participants 

and presented the SEEMORE project focussing on the measures developed in Bohuslän. 

Subsequently, the Region of Västra Götaland (to which the SEEMORE region of Bohuslän belongs) 

explained the reasons behind their ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ 

invited tourist destinations presented themselves and an experience of ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ sustainable 

mobility they had developed. 

The Region of Skåne illustrated its work on sustainable mobility options to reach nature trails; 

among others, the project άbŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ōǳǎέ provided guided trips to the natural and 

cultural destinations of the area, making it easier to reach them by PT. As regards challenges to 

ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƛƴ {ƪňƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ t¢ ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜǊǎΩ 

needs and packages including travel, accommodation and leisure activities are lacking. As a future 

development, the Region earmarked resources to improve signage on how to reach the Skåne trail 

and PT stops. Moreover, a dialogue with the PT operator was initiated to better match the demand 

for and the offer of transport services. 
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Södra Bohuslän Turism presented an update on their project ά/ȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǇŜƭŀƎƻέ, already 

illustrated during the first SEEMORE National Transfer Seminar held in Bohuslän7. The project 

developed a bike map encompassing destinations, accommodation facilities and restaurants; new 

cycling infrastructure and signage; a dedicated website and marketing activities. At the time of the 

writing of the present report, the SEEMORE team in Bohuslän is cooperating with Södra Bohuslän 

Turism to produce a similar bike map covering 12 municipalities. 

The Municipality of Simrishamn worked on ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜέΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

on both how to reach their destination and how to move around at site. The project was successful 

and laid the basis for further developments in this field. 

A lively discussion followed the presentations, focussing on three main topics, i.e. provision of 

information to tourists, cooperation between the transport and tourism sectors and challenges for 

bike tourism. 

Provision of information to tourists 

Participants agreed that destinations and accommodation facilities should provide better 

information regarding PT. In particular, they should be able to indicate nearby bus stops as well as 

timetables. Information on PT should also be better advertised on the ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ 

ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΦ Moreover, 

when promoting PT among tourists ǘŜǊƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ άŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜέΣ άŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜέ ŀƴŘ άǎƛƳǇƭŜέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘΣ 

ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜnces. In fact, many tourists put less emphasis on 

sustainability. 

Cooperation between the transport and tourism sectors 

In Bohuslän, the SEEMORE team joined forces with the PT operator Västtrafik to organise a training 

for the staff of the tourism industry, in order to provide them with a better knowledge of PT and 

the available ticket options. The training also served to initiate a dialogue between the tourism and 

transport sectors, which had traditionally been working independently. The Municipality of 

Bromölla explained that they had never thought of the connection between PT and tourism; 

however, building upon the example of SEEMORE, they will invite representatives of the tourism 

sector to the next meetings between the Municipality and their regional PT operator Skånetrafiken. 

It was agreed that a first requisite to foster cooperation between the transport and tourism sectors 

is political support at local level. Furthermore, tourism organisations and public transport operators 

have to be engaged. It is important to collaborate at all levels, i.e. locally, regionally and across 

regional administrative borders. To this regards, the participants agreed in envisaging an annual 

gathering to discuss the activities planned for the autumn season: there may be many activities to 

cooperate on in order to improve the offer and service to tourists. 

 

                                                           
7 See above, chapter 7. 
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Challenges for bike tourism 

Participants recognized that the route between Copenhagen and Oslo is underutilized. In addition, 

the EuroVelo network is rather unknown in Sweden. Stakeholders from the tourism industry see a 

great potential in bike tourism, but luggage transport remains a challenge. 

The seminar made it clear that there is still a lot of potential to utilize. All participants agreed that 

cooperation is a cornerstone in reaching further when it comes to sustainable mobility of tourists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Ms. Sofie Norrby from the Region of Skåne at the second SEEMORE National 

Transfer Seminar in Bohuslän 


